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PAST TENSES – REVIEW
1. Complete the sentences with one of the verbs in bold. Use the past simple tense. 

bring    dig    teach    break    freeze   buy   ring   wake   catch    rise   sleep    

1. I dropped my favourite vase. It fell to the floor and ____________ into a hundred pieces.

2. When I went shopping yesterday, I ____________ some light bulbs and a cooking pot.

3. Last night around midnight, when I was sound asleep, the telephone ____________. It ____________ me up.

4. Alex ____________ his books to class this morning. He didn’t forget them.

5. Ms. Manning ____________ chemistry at the local high school last year.

6. The sun ____________ at 6:04 this morning.

7. The police ____________ the bank robbers. The robbers are in jail now.

8. Last night I had a good night’s sleep. I ____________ for nine hours.

9. It was really cold yesterday. The temperature was around -20 C. I nearly ___________ to death when I walked home.
10. My dog ____________ a hole in the yard and buried his bone.
2. Put the verb into the correct form: past simple or past continuous. 

1. I _______________ (have) a beautiful dream when the alarm clock _______________ (go off). 

2. While we __________________ (play)  tennis, it ______________ (start) to rain.

3. I _______________ (see) Kim at the party. She _______________ (wear) a new dress. 

4. The children ___________________ (do) their homework when I _____________ (get) home.

5. While my brother ___________________ (study), my grandma  ___________________ (make) some muffins.

6. We _______________ (watch) TV when someone _______________ (come) to the door and _______________ (knock) very loudly.

7. A: What _________________(you do) at 8 o’clock last night? B: I __________________ (clean) my room. 

8. James: The house next to yours _______________ (be) full of policemen and police dogs yesterday. 

   Sam: What _______________ (they, do)?

   James: I _______________ (hear) that they _______________ (look) for drugs. 

  Sam: Oh, boy! _________________ (they, find) any? 

  James: Yes, I believe one of the dogs _________________ (discover) some cannabis.

3. Underline the most suitable verb form in each sentence. The first one is done for you. 

a) I suddenly remembered that I forgot/had forgotten my keys. 

b) While Diana watched/was watching her favourite television programme, there was a power-cut. 

c) Tom used to live/would live in the house at the end of the street. 

d) Who was driving/drove the car at the time of the accident? 

e) By the time Sheila got back, Chris went/had gone. 
f) David ate/had eaten Japanese food before, so he knew what to order. 

g) I did/was doing some shopping yesterday, when I saw that Dutch friend of yours. 

h) I used to like/was liking sweets much more than I do now. 

i) What exactly were you doing/did you do when I came into your office  yesterday? 

j) Laura missed the party because no-one was telling/had told her about it. 
k) Tanya would/used to be a doctor.
Adapted from: M. Vince 2009. First Certificate Language Practice with Key: English Grammar and Vocabulary. Oxford: MacMillan.

4. Past Simple or Past Perfect: Fill in the correct form.

1. Mary _________________ (give) me Tony's address before she left.

2. When the boys arrived at the cinema, the film _________________ (already, start).

3. All the tickets __________________ (be) sold before the concert began.

4. Uncle David ________________ (go) to the doctor after he _____________ (be) ill for a month.

5. Before the police _____________ (catch) the thief, he _____________ (steal) two more watches.

6. I ______________ (not tell) my teacher that my mum ______________ (help) me with my homework.

7. I ____________ (be) very angry when I __________ (see) that my brother _______________ (eat) my apple.

8. Dad ________________ (drive) me home after I _________________ (fall) into the water.

9. Marion _______________ (ask) me what _________________ (happen) to me last week.

10.  I ______________ (feel) great after I ________________ (pass) the exam.

5. Complete the statements with the past perfect or past perfect continuous.

1. I (didn’t understand / hadn’t understood) what was happening because I (didn’t listen / hadn’t been listening).

2. The house was completely dark when I got home because the family (had gone / had been going) to bed.

3. The audience (had stood / had been standing) in line for hours to buy tickets when they cancelled the concert.

4. My friend (had already seen / had already been seeing) Lila Downs in concert, so we decided not to go.

5. He (waited / had been waiting) for three years when she finally (said / had said) she would marry him.
6. Complete the following dialogues. Use the words in brackets. Give short answers to questions where necessary.

1. A: ___________ (you, go) to class yesterday? B: No, I didn’t. I stayed home because I ____________(feel, not) good.

2. A: ____________ (you, sleep) well last night? B: Yes, _____________. I _____________ (sleep) very well.

3. A: __________ (Tom’s plane, arrive) on time yesterday? B: Yes, ________. It  _________ (get in) at 6:05 on the dot.

4. A: ________ (you, stay) home last night? B: No, _______. I ___________ (go) to a new movie, The Shape of Water.

5. A: __________ (Mark Twain, write) Tom Soyer? B: Yes, _________. He also _________ (write) Huckleberry Finn.

7. Complete the text with either the past simple or the past continuous form of the verbs in brackets. 

I was buying a new alarm clock the other day in Taylor’s the jewellers, when I actually _____________ (see) somebody shoplifting. I’d just fi nished paying for my clock and as I ____________ (turn) round, an elderly woman  _____________ (slowly put) a silver plate into a bag that she _____________  (carry). Then she _____________ (walk) over to another part of the shop and _____________ (pick up) an expensive-looking watch a number of times. When she  _____________ (think) that nobody _____________ (look), she _____________ (drop) it into the bag. Before I _____________ (have) a chance to tell the staff in the shop, she _____________(notice) that I _____________ (watch) her and _____________ (hurry) out. Unfortunately for her, two police offi cers _____________  (walk) past just at that moment and she _____________ (run) straight into them.
Adapted from: Hewings, M. 2005. Advanced Grammar in Use. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
8. Make sentences with a similar meaning by using used to. Some of the sentences are negative/questions.

1. When I was a child, I was shy. Now I'm not shy. → I ______________ shy, but now I'm not.
2. When I was young, I thought that people over 40 were old. → I _____________ that people over 40 were old.
3. Now you live in this city. Where did you live before you came here? → Where ________________ ?
4. When I was younger, I never woke up in the middle of the night. → I _____________ in the middle of the night, but now I do.

